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Architectural Chemistry

As scientists, these Oklahoma
homeowners wanted something smart

and functional for their abode

PROJECTTYPE |

SINGLE-FAMILY HOME

PHOTOGRAPHER /
RALPHCOLE

Architecture is a kind of science.
Governed by laws and materials, it

requires just the right combination of
properties to achieve the desired reac-
tion. For two scientists in the market for
anew home in Oklahoma City, that reac-
tion was one of efficiency and function,
concocted with style by architect Brian
L.Freese.

“[The homeowners’] goals were
strongly weighted towards pragmatic

needs, practicality, and function, even

solar heating and
natural light harvesting

to the extent that they wanted the aes-
thetic component of the design solution
to express the operation of the home,”
Freese says. “They wanted a maximum
connection between interior spaces with
aminimum of interior walls or barriers,
anoverall feeling of openness to the inte-
rior, and a focus on maximum efficiency
of interior space, energy consumption,
and construction.”

Rather than create traditional
room divisions, Freese [CONTINUED...)
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Atthe top of the
stairs, alarge skylight
produces a glowing
box effect through the
polycarbonate walls

[...CONTINUED) organized the residence asa
series of zones. Living, dining, kitchen, and
study zones are on the first floor, flanked
by the master suite on one side and service
functions on the other; on the second floor,
the couple’s daughter has a zone with an
exposed wood frame and polycarbonate-
wrapped stairway to separate the sleeping
and recreation space.

Freese characterizes the home's style
as “Midwest Modern™ “The materials are
simple, low cost, and sourced from this
area, and their implementation is direct
and purposeful; the home responds to the
local climate and geography [CONTINUED...)
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At Freese Architecture, we take a very personal approach to client collaboration
to create homes and buildings that artistically embody the spirit of each client’s
way of living, working, and thriving. The results are always distinctive to each
client’s personality and needs. Yet all our designs have elements in common
intended to nourish the human spirit. These include clean-lined modern forms
and open, light-filled spaces; carefully integrated opportunities for art and
sculpture; and abundant visual and sensory interaction with the elemental
beauties of nature. All details and technologies are expertly considered and
integrated. Each project is a creation of working, living sculpture. Each client is
a valued and cherished partner.

Brian L. Freese, AlA | Freese Architecture

1634 South Boston Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119
918-744-7667 Phone | 918-978-7667 Cell
freesearchitecture.com
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[...CONTINUED] with various componentsthat
mitigate our harsh sunlight and storms and
concurrently become important aesthetic
elements of the home, such as deep roof over-

hangs, louvers, and trellises,” Freese says.

“The home has a strong visual connection
to the outdoors with abundant glass, and
the overall form and lines of the home are
very horizontal to reflect the ever-present
horizon line of the Midwest prairie.”m




